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10 ‘STATE FARM LABOR SUPERVISORS OPER. Gas fi5.0ey Ne Gey Vap yc Mde, Del, .rae, 


NeJe, NeY., Conn., Tenn,, and Ohio 


_ Subject: Atlantic es Mi gratory Movement 


‘NORE MIGRANTS LEAVING FLORIDA 


While the number of workers passing out of Florida through information stations is 


still far below that of last year, it is apparent that many are leaving and either 
do not check through information stations or are by+passing the regular routes. 


Through May 22 only 1,741 workers have passed through the Gross, Florida informa- 


tion station as compared to 5,270 on the same date in 1946. This does not mean 


_ that there will be fewer migrants available this year, but merely reflects the 


delayed season and repeated warning not to leave Florida until jobs are available. 


Ost, 8, McLendon says it is apparent workers are leaving Florida. Some of them have 
gone for short visits to their homes in Alabama and southwestern Georgia before 
heading north, But many crew leaders have been influenced by advice to hold crews 


in Florida until work is available in other States. . From now on the movement can 
be expected to increase rapidlye Tue to unfavorable weather, many workers have 
not had regular work. They are without funds and have renched the point that 
anywhere else looks better than where they are, Every effort should be continued 


_ to persuade workers not to move north into areas where there are neither jobs nor 


housing available now. © 


SOUTH CAROLINA reports that bean picking is under full swing. If the market holds 
up next week, we will see the peak of employment for bean pickers. Potato harvest 
has started, «All camps are filled to capacity with workers, Farm housing is 


filling up but -so far the Extension Service has been able to find housing for all 


workers that have applied, W. L. Brannon asks that Florida placement men having 
crews to place should have crew leaders call South Carolina county agents rather 
than his office. Crews are advised not to come to South Carolina unless they have 
made arrangements with employers for jobs and housing. 


MARYLAND has enough workers already in camps, or coming in this week, to take care 
of all requirements for strawberry pickers through the season, which will end 
about June 6, Three camps are open - Allen, 31 workers; Somerset, 100 workers; 


“ Pocomoke, 150 workers in and 175 more expected this week, Camp Somerset should 


eventually become an important information and distribution center for the entire 
fiastern Shore. It is conveniently located and will accommodate at least 500 


workers. Remodeling is still in process and no more workers can be received in 


Camp Somerset until June 15, Bean pigqking will start about June 20. More frost- 
damaged bean fields have been revlanted than was predicted two weeks ago, but some 
bean acreage has been replanted to tomatoes. Bill Hillman reports some success 


in finding interim jobs for workers for the two-week sap between the end of 

_ strawberry picking and the beginning of the bean harvest. No more workers are 
_ needed at present. Conditions in Yorcester County indicate one of the herviest 
- potato yields on record. Normally potato digging starts about July 1, but may 
_be a ied lnter this year. 
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ian. according to Frenk Gordy, has a ‘supply and demand for nig 


| more labor is actually needed. A few nigrents ere coming in, and in 


“both lower. than a year AZO. 
(Peete and tomatoes have had ay be satan heuer! of tee € 
will probably not start ‘beforé June 20. Some mietrant workers have mov 

have been employed, There will be no further demand for additional wor 
bean picking starts. Crews should not plan to come to New Jersey now unl 
have completed definite arrangements with employers for jobs and ho 2 ede 
farm labor camps at Burlington, Swedesboro, ond Bridgeton have been dee ober 

by the Labor Branch -nd steps are being taken for their ‘liquidati » Hower 
they probably will not be.dismantled during the ant season and shoul 
esos emergency use to house migrant labor. 


dust. about equal. — Plenty of pickers are available to harvest = stan 
the erop only 25 to 30,percent of nomal. “Canning peas will be rea 
about June ‘5s The crop is poor, running from 20 BO 50 percent of 


on thie jod. Snap. beans are about 2 weeks late and willy not ‘be eee, 
“before July 10. Sta ytonville Cz mp is open, Other canps. will not be o 


are returning © under contract to. former employers. Gordy advises cr ws no 
come to Delaware before making definite PUTOneeme nhs with | employers: 7 

and housing. . 

NORTH CAROLINA reports little change from last week. A few crews have 
under previous agreement with their ih ee ené on dates specified, 
Cigging is starting and will be at the neaikx about June 9. Crews’ for h 
have been previously contacted and know oe to come one where to go 
housing will be available. Little or no additional labor cent be tse 


"VIRGINIA Was Bi ehey of workers to slob pina Ae aiden ‘Nor 


needed before bean vicking which should start about June 10.° Carl. Arvin 


new farm labor assis tent at. the Acconac incre ae Labor Office. . 
~ Onancock, Ve. a 
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NPitt! Heads South ~ While C. W. B. Pittman is on a field trip Abnoue 


southeastern, territory, we find outselves in his shoes with plenty of 
spare. . But if) you will send us the facts on elena wetll ion One. the 


ro truly yours, | ie a 
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